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VIOLENT CRIMES
Violent crimes in Houston increased less
than 1 percent in 2008 compared with 2007.
Homicides dropped by 16 percent.
The number of homicides dropped from 353
in 2007 to 295 last year.
Sexual assaults increased more than 8 per-
cent from 2007.
Aggravated assaults increased at 9.1 per-
cent.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Of the 1,092 additional aggravated assault
cases in 2008, more than half were reports of
domestic violence.
NONVIOLENT CRIMES

Nonviolent crimes declined more than 10
percent in 2008.

Property dropped by more than 10 percent.

Auto thefts decreased last year, dropping
more than 21 percent to 15,214, down from
19,465 in 2007.

The bills that | authored are intended to
make America a better, fairer place, and are
intended to assist families and the incarcer-
ated. They are smart bills that are aimed at
making America a safer place and are aimed
at lessening the expense of warehousing pris-
oners and the indiscriminate locking up of pris-
oners. | urge my colleagues to support this
resolution and the bills that | sponsored.

——————

EXTENDING CERTAIN
IMMIGRATION PROGRAMS

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, the House’s
consideration of H.R. 1127, legislation to ex-
tend certain visas for religious workers and
doctors serving in underserved areas high-
lights our broken immigration and visa system.

While R—1 visas and the Conrad 30 J waiv-
ers are noble programs there are many small
businesses in my congressional district that
face critical shortages of workers because
Congress has failed to address the H-2B tem-
porary worker visa program.

Without prompt action by Congress to ex-
tend H-2B visa cap relief, employers who rely
on temporary and seasonal employees face
severe worker shortages and the looming pos-
sibility of business closures in 2009.

Workers with H-2B visas provide necessary
labor for the seafood, tourism, hospitality, and
landscape industries, as well as many other
temporary and non-agricultural jobs in this
country. Due to the seasonal nature of the
work and the structure of the cap, employers
often face uncertainty and employment short-
ages during their busiest season.

| urge you to take action to quickly pass the
Save Our Small and Seasonal Business Act of
2009. H.R. 1136 would address this important
issue impacting many businesses in my dis-
trict and across the country. Your leadership in
this matter is critical in assuring that small and
seasonal business will be able to successfully
navigate the challenging times facing our
economy.
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HELPING FAMILIES SAVE THEIR
HOMES ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1106) to prevent
mortgage foreclosures and enhance mortgage
credit availability:

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chair, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1106, the “Helping Families Save
Their Homes Act of 2009.” We are in the
midst of the gravest recession in recent mem-
ory and hear daily of countless foreclosures
across the Nation, particularly in my home
state of Michigan. As President Obama men-
tioned during his address to the Congress last
week, the federal government can and must
pursue measures to mitigate the effects of this
terrible economic blight upon the Nation’s citi-
zens.

With the painful memories of the Great De-
pression still clearly in mind, | offer my whole-
hearted praise and support for the President’s
call to action. Additionally, as the representa-
tive of a congressional district with one of the
Nation’s highest foreclosure rates and most
dramatic decline in housing values, | feel it im-
perative that we move swiftly to stabilize the
housing market to keep people in their homes.

H.R. 1106’s provisions will do much toward
achieving this goal. Its improvements to the
Hope for Homeowners program and provision
for a safe harbor to mortgage servicers that
elect to participate in mortgage modifications
will help stem the tide of foreclosures sweep-
ing across the country. The bill’'s provision to
make permanent the increase in federal de-
posit insurance from $100,000 to $250,000 will
give Americans greater faith in the safety of
their savings at a time of continued bank fail-
ures.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to my
colleagues, Representatives LOFGREN,
TAUSCHER, and CARDOZA, for their work to nar-
row the authority in this bill afforded to bank-
ruptcy judges to modify the terms of a loan for
primary residences. | believe that in keeping
with the President’s housing plan, we should
adopt a targeted effort at stemming fore-
closures to address the housing crisis.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

I MUST SAVE MY CHILD

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 5, 2009
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | sub-
mit the following for the RECORD.
[From Parade, Feb. 15, 2009]
I MUST SAVE MY CHILD
(By Melissa Fay Greene)

WHEN SUSAN AXELROD tells the story of
her daughter, she begins like most parents of
children with epilepsy: The baby was ador-
able, healthy, perfect. Lauren arrived in
June 1981, a treasured first-born. Susan Lan-
dau had married David Axelrod in 1979, and
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they lived in Chicago, where Susan pursued
an MBA at the University of Chicago and
David worked as a political reporter for the
Chicago Tribune. (He later would become
chief strategist for Barack Obama’s Presi-
dential campaign and now is a senior White
House adviser.) They were busy and happy.
Susan attended classes while her mother
babysat. Then, when Lauren was 7 months
old, their lives changed overnight.

‘“She had a cold,” Susan tells me as we
huddle in the warmth of a coffee shop in
Washington, D.C., on a day of sleet and rain.
Susan is 55, fine-boned, lovely, and fit. She
has light-blue eyes, a runner’s tan, and a cas-
ual fall of silver and ash-blond hair. When
her voice trembles or tears threaten, she
lifts her chin and pushes on.

‘“The baby was so congested, it was impos-
sible for her to sleep. Our pediatrician said
to give her one-quarter of an adult dose of a
cold medication, and it knocked her out im-
mediately. I didn’t hear from Lauren the rest
of the night. In the morning, I found her
gray and limp in her crib. I thought she was
dead.

“In shock, I picked her up, and she went
into a seizure—arms extended, eyes rolling
back in her head. I realized she’d most likely
been having seizures all night long. I phoned
my mother and cried, ‘This is normal, right?
Babies do this?’ She said, ‘No, they don’t’”’

The Axelrods raced Lauren to the hospital.
They stayed for a month, entering a parallel
universe of sleeplessness and despair under
fluorescent lights. No medicine relieved the
baby. She interacted with her parents one
moment, bright-eyed and friendly, only to be
grabbed away from them the next, shaken by
inner storms, starting and stiffening, hands
clenched and eyes rolling. Unable to stop
Lauren’s seizures, doctors sent the family
home.

The Axelrods didn’t know anything about
epilepsy. They didn’t know that seizures
were the body’s manifestation of abnormal
electrical activity in the brain or that the
excessive mneuronal activity could cause
brain damage. They didn’t know that two-
thirds of those diagnosed with epilepsy had
seizures defined as ‘‘idiopathic,” of unex-
plained origin, as would be the case with
Lauren. They didn’t know that a person
could, on rare occasions, die from a seizure.
They didn’t know that, for about half of suf-
ferers, no drugs could halt the seizures or
that, if they did, the side effects were often
brutal. This mysterious disorder attacked 50
million people worldwide yet attracted little
public attention or research funding. No one
spoke to the Axelrods of the remotest chance
of a cure.

AT HOME, LIFE SHAKILY returned to a
new normal, interrupted by Lauren’s convul-
sions and hospitalizations. Exhausted, Susan
fought on toward her MBA; David became a
political consultant. Money was tight and
medical bills stacked up, but the Axelrods
had hope. Wouldn’t the doctors find the right
drugs or procedures? ‘“We thought maybe it
was a passing thing,” David says. “We didn’t
realize that this would define her whole life,
that she would have thousands of these
afterward, that they would eat away at her
brain.”

“I had a class one night, I was late, there
was an important test,” Susan recalls. “I’'d
been sitting by Lauren at the hospital. When
she fell asleep, I left to run to class. I got as
far as the double doors into the parking lot
when it hit me: ‘What are you doing?’’’ She
returned to her baby’s bedside. From then
on, though she would continue to build her
family (the Axelrods also have two sons) and
support her husband’s career, Susan’s chief
role in life would be to keep Lauren alive and
functioning.

THE LITTLE GIRL WAS AT RISK OF fall-
ing, of drowning in the bathtub, of dying of



